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"Many of the administrators of the departments through France elected by the people, had been previously removed & their places filled by persons chosen by the directory. . . .
"The fragment of the legislature convoked by the directory at L'Odeon & L' 6cole de sante, hastened to repeal the law for organizing the national guards, & authorized the directory to introduce into Paris as many troops as shou'd be judg'd necessary. The same day the liberty of the press was abolished by a line, property taken away by another & personal security destroyed by a sentence of transportation against men unheard & untried.
"All this," sarcastically remarks Marshall, "is still the triumph of liberty & of the constitution/*
Although admitting his lack of official information, Marshall "briefly" observes that: "Since the election of the new third, there were found in both branches of the legislature a majority in favor of moderate measures & apparently, wishing sincerely for peace. They have manifested a disposition which threatened a condemnation of the conduct of the directory towards America, a scrutiny into the transactions of Italy, particularly those respecting Venice & Genoa, an enquiry into the disposition of public money & such a regular arrangement of the finances as wou'd prevent in future those dilapidations which are suspected to have grown out of their disorder. They [French conservatives] have sought too by their laws to ameliorate the situation of those whom terror had driven out of France, & of those priests who had committed no offense."